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SHRI PRAN SABHARWAL

Shri Pran Sabharwal is the Director and Chief Executive of the Board of National
Theatre Arts Society (NTAS) who is known for his contribution in Theaters.

2. Born on 9" December, 1930, Shri Sabharwal received his Bachelor of Arts degree from
the University of Punjab in 1953. His theatre group NTAS emerged in 1953. Being an 'A' Class
Radio and Doordarshan Drama artist since 1952, he participated in 500 Radio and National
AIR Plays, T.V. films, plays, serials, three National Award winning Punjabi films and many
"Light and Sound" shows of Central and State Governments. He also won praise for
participation in about five thousand stage events as drama actor and one-man humourous
performer in value-based shows of Central, State Governments and public during 70 years of
his continuous theatre activity. Besides, he imparted theatre training to over 2500 youths.

3. Shri Sabharwal created "Speech Drama & Music Department" in Punjab University
Patiala in 1967, where he served as faculty member for teaching acting for 3 years. The
department was renamed as "Theatre and Television Department', where he remained a
guiding force as "Fellow" of the department till 2017.

4. Shri Sabharwal shifted to Patiala in 1962 and continued organising 2-day theatre
festivals on each Independence and Republic Day every year till 1988 completing 50 annual
theatre festivals. Shri Sabharwal alongwith his artist wife Smt. Sunita Sabharwal arranged
World Theatre tour in association with World Punjabi Associations, Ministry of Culture
Government of India and I.C.C.R. They visited Canada, USA, UK, Paris, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Singapore and Malaysia and strengthened cultural ties
with them by organizing meetings, performances and photo exhibitions.

5. Shri Sabharwal received worldwide recognition for producing two episode T.V.
documentary film "Rang Lok Di Gatha" depicting history of Punjabi Theatre movement,
interviews with living legends and their creations. He got praise for his producing "Ahinsa
Parmo Dharma", a play in Sanskrit language, staging at 8 places in the state; producing and
widely staging "Punjabi Bal Ramayan", a Punjabi play, written by Sunita Sabharwal,
launching "Monthly Garden Theatre movement", which completed 22 years covering 258
continuous Monthly Natak Melas.

6. Shri Sabharwal is the recipient of numerous awards like Punjab Government's highest
Shiromani Natakkar Award 2015, Punjab Government State Award Parman Patra - 2022, two
times Independence Day and one time Republic Day Parman Patra Awards. He received
"Hungary International Cultural Award of Honour 1990" from National Institute of Music and
Drama Budapest (Hungary); "Indo- Norway, Amity Award 91" from Indian Welfare Society
OSLO (Norway), "Pride of Punjab Award 2017 at World Punjabi Conference Pune; "Canada -
Punjabi Brotherhood Award of Honour 97" Ottawa (Canada); Patiala Rattan Award by Punjab
\Governor 2000; "Life Time Achievement Award by Prasar Bharti Akashvani 2014. /
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